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Left - Mrs. Roy McGregor retired as curator Apri l 4, 1967 

Ce·-,tre- Mrs. ,.; • T. Free Curator suc cesso r Apri 1 4, 1967 

Righ t-- Mrs . Eugene SweetCura t ors Typist retired Aug. 1967 

who 1s succeeded by ur s . \f. J. Free a ' d Mrs. Hiram Je~~~~I~L,L 
I' {J, H. ?~I 7/-fi:.-;-- . 

The Old Tea Set 

Once we thought it out o'f date, and it "i'fas put awa:y 
The gay old-fashioned tea set t hat belonged to Auntie May. 
Now it is t he prized possession of the f amily. 
In these days when antique china is a luxury. 
Shapely, dainty , beautiful in col or and in line, 
Sprigs of blossoms tied with ribbon make the bright design . 
Delicate and featherlight. Such lovely things to hold. 
Rosy pink and thrush-egg blue with rims of green ad gold. 
Cu~s and plates and saucers, j ug and basin. All the set 
We are proud to have i t 1n our china cabinet. 
And when good fri ends come to tea our treasure we display 
Silently expressing thanks to dear old Aunti e May. / 
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Names of Tweedsmuir History Committee 

Mrs . W. J. Fr ee (Curatpr ) 

Mrs . Ralph Stover 

Mrs. Wm . H. Free , Jr. 

Mrs. Hiram .Tenken, Jr. 

Mts . Ernest Jenkins 

1969-1970 

~hese ladies are holding their firpt Birthday Tweedsmuir Tea 

Nov. 19th, 1969 at t he r esidence of Mrs . Ralph Stover with the "Glen" 

W. I. ladies Invited as guests. 
In April 1970 Mrs . Ralph Staver retired and Mrs. Karl THomson toak 

her- place. 

The second Tw-eedsmuir History Commi ttea Tea Sept. 23 , 1970 

Held at the residence of Mrs. W. J. Free, Curator with Mrs. Hiram 

Jenken, Typist befng pTesent at 8:00 P. M. r1en as well as ladies 

may attend as •~ one need be necessarily a Wbmen• s Institute Branch 

member. At the close Lunch will be served by the Hostess and her comm­

ittee . 

1970-7r Curator- Mrs. W.J. Free, ~Sr.) 
Committee- Mrs. Hiram Jenken (Typist) 

Mrs. w. H. Free, ~Jr.) 

Mrs. Ernest Jenkins 
Mrs . Karl Thomson 

1~71-72- Curator- Mrs. W.J. Free (Sr.) 
Committee- Mrs. W.H. Free (Jr.)(Typist) 

Mrs. Ernest Jenkins 
Mrs. Karl Thomson 
Mrs . Hiram Jenken (Typist) 

1972-7j- Curator- Mrs. W.J . Free, (Sr. ) 
Committee- Mrs. Ernest J enkins 

Mrs . Karl Thomson 

( 

( Mrs. Hiram Jenken 
Mrs. W.H. Free (Jr.) (typist) 
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Tweedsmuir History Workers 

The pTesident on behalf or all t ne members of the branch made 

a sp~ech of appreciation to Mrs. 3ugene Sweet, and Mrs. Roy 

McGregor for their /~ yrs. of hard work on the Tweedsmuir 

committee. Each was presented with a W. I. cup and saucer. 

May 2, 1968. 

Mrs. W. Free Sr . took over as the new curator f rom them . 

Mrs . Roy McGregor 
Mrs. Eugene Sweet 

Mr s . Roy McGregor , ~ rs. E. Sweet 
Mr s . Cha rl es Phillips E. E. Pres . 
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Curators Meeting Aug. lE, I970 

Ov.er 30'! women from t he \t/. I. of London Area met at the Elgin 

Eioneer Museum yesterday to '\vork on their project O·f com:giling pictures 

an<I history of T~zeedsmuir vil l age . Front r ou , from left to right , Mrs . 

C. M. Willi ams , R. R. 8, St. Thomas, cl:fl irmen of t h e London Area W. I . 

T'reedsmuir Hook Committee ; Mrs. R. C. vlalker,. St . George, Fe derated W. I . 

of Ontario curator o£ Tweedsmuir histories; back row, MiEs Mildreff 

Richardson , Kerwood, curator o~ W. Miaa1 esex di otri ctsr and Mrs . Lo~ne 

Dani el , . R .. R •. l Moun t Elgin, I!FONin ciaL oo..ard directo r af the vi_ I •. 
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TWEEDSMUIR HI STORIES 

In 1933, Miss· E. Applebe, Provincial Convener whiTe reporting 
Historical Research and Current Events urge~ the branches to collect the 
hi s tory of f arms, buildings and pl'aC'es of Interest. 

During the term when ~ord Tweed·smuir was Governor General of Canada, 
Lady Tweedsmuir who) wasadevoted Institute Member in England, had a gr eat 
interest in the WolDen's Instftutes of Canada . At A then's, Leeds Co'. 
l ns titute meeting Lady Tweedsmuir stressed the need f~r preserving the 
inter esting history of our Canadian people, t he places , customs and 
actfvitiew of our freveloping land in 1936. 

This propCYSi tion to preserve l1ocal hi s tory was sent to the Provinciai 
Boar<P crf the F •. W • .I. of Ontario. I n 19):1.0, wfth Mrs. Reesor, Provincial 
Convener preposed in her· report that braqches begin Vilrage History Books. 

In I945, a list of suggestion~ for CompiTing Tweedamuir Histories was 
published in Home and Country giving types of material and items to be 
covered as well as an Order of contents. Thus, the Tweerlsmuir Histories 
launched. The word Village was l a ter dropped from the title so all 
branches were free to compile a community history whether Village or not • 
. The main subjects covered in Tweedsmuir Histories are: The ~rancg WolDen's 
Institute, its contribution to the welfare and the development to the 
communi.i.ty. 

(2) General Community history including the Geoggaphy and topography of 
the locaDe, municipar Government, farming in all its aspects, homes, 
education, recreation, trade and commerce. 

(3) Comprete histories· of individual farm~ and famiries. 
· ( 4) Churches and the'ir organizations. 

(5) Schools and Tiibraries. 
(6) Industries past and present. 
(7) War records of the community, e~c. 

In T957 at the annuar meeting of the Provincial1 Boa rd of the F.W.I. of 
Ontario, Mrs. R.C. Walker of St . George, Ontario' was appointe~ the first 
Provincial Curator. 

In 1962, a By-raw was passed making the office of Cur ator official in 
the Women's Institute Branche~ Districts and areas throughout Ontario. 

In 1972, in the Prov. there were approx. 1300 Tweedsmuir Histories.In 
1947, Lady Tweedsmuir donated 3 silver cups a s prizes for the national 
competitions in Tweedsmuir Histories, a cultural project and for a 
Handicraft. At each triennial conference the F.W.I. of Can. present a 
replica of the Tweedsmuir cup to the branches which were winners in the 
previous· trienniar. In the six times, Ont. has entered in these national 
competitions of Tweedsmuir Histories· and the cup has come t o Ont. 3 times. 
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Lady Tweedsmuir Dies in Encland . 

Lady Tweedsmuir, widow of Lord Tweedsmuir, late Canaaian 

Governor-&eneral from 1935-40. has died at her Oxf~rdsAire nome 

at ~94. A devoted instiute member in En~land. Lady Tweedsmuir 

teok &re a t interest in tlhe Women's Institutes of Canada. She 

stressed at ~reat len«th the need for preserving the history and 

i~velopment of Canada - the land, the people, their cus t oms and 

activities. When a project to preserve local histories was launched 

in 1947, Lady Tweedsmuir domated three silver cups as a prise 

for National Competition in Commurlity History, a Cultural Project 

ana a 8andicraft. At ~h triennial conference F W I C presents 

a replica of the Tweedsmuir cup to the winnin& branches. 

Both Lord Tweedsmuir, who wrote thrillers nn the pen-name 

John Buchan, and Lady Tweedsmuir were accomplished writers. 

Amon& her better known works we r e , " A Study of Wellin&ton After 

\laterloo" and a bio~nphy of novelist Louisa May Alcott. Copies 

cff twe books "John Buchan by his Wife and Friends" and a 

collection of essays "Winter Bouquet" were presented to the 

•c Adelaide Hoodless Homested in 1963. The couple had three sons 

and a dauchter. Diad 1977 . 



( . 

.. 
House Logs- Mrs. R.C. Walker, Provincial' Curator, sugge-sts- a durable 

I 

note book or a smooth surfaced board fastened by a fine chain to a stair 
w~y or some part of the house where it can remain, Its record- name of 
house builder-

2. When built 
3. Original Owner 
4. Followed by succeeding tenants 
5. Any changes to the building. 



HOU~E LOGS 

These are Permanent Histori es that are kept · i n the HOME ! 

The log begins with the fir s t house on the property in word and pi cture , 

showi ng views , tell i ng location , etc ; then all the changes· in t he buildings 

and families through the years . 

Some of the items covered would include : 

1. Statement inside cover "That this log rema i ne in the house , and is to 

be fi l led in by fut ure f amilies ." 

2 . Site : lot , concession , townshi p and count y . 

3 . Designer or architect . 

4 . Date of building 

5o Materi al s - - stone , brick , lumber etc . (Any special desgin or where f r om- -

pr imeval forest , local stone , locally made brick , e t c . ) 

6 . Sketch of original floor plan . 

7 . Water system --hydro and telephone installati on etc . 

8 . Original f ami ly -- successive as time passes . 

9o Changes in building --showing later floo r plans . 

~ 0 . Sketch of drainage system; water suppl y system ; wiring , etc . 

11. Some f arm s t a tistics i f wi shed . 

Any type of book may be used . I t should be cha i ned to some thing permanent 

in the house . 

~ If the house i s r azed--for a new roLd , etc . --then the log should be pl acea 

in the local l i brar y . 

l 
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Life History of Krs. Robert C. Walker 

Hester M. Walker was born near Oak River, Manitoba, daughter of Roy 
ar.ta Mary Hammill. She rec~ived her educat;on in Saskatchewan, Man. ,Ont. 
and Wisconsin, graduating with a diploma in Accounting and Office 
Management becoming a Medica~ Secretary. She marri ed Robert c. Walker, 
a farmer. They have a son, James and a ~aughter, Margaret. 

Mrs. Walker joined the Glenmorri~W.I., Brant North District in 1956 . 
and has held ail major Offices=. Since 1949 she has been in charge of the 
Glenmorri~ Tweedemuir History and this book won the National Competition 
in 1953. 

At District level she has been Secretary-Treasurer as well Curator and 
at present- Vice-President of Brant North District. She holds Branch 
and District Life Memberships. Hamilton Area claimed her as convener of 
Historical Research and Current Events and has served in the same 
capacity for the F.W.I. of Ontario. 3_he . has been Provincial Curator 
since 1957, and has conducted Tweedsmuir History Workshops throughout the 
Provine~ for 'the Department of Agricurture and Food for many years. 

Mrs. Walker compiled the History of St. Pauls United Churcp, Paris and 
the History of Paris Agriculture Society of which she is pastPres. of the 
Women's Division. In 1967 this Society awardea her the Agriculture 
Award of Merit •. 

,tihe -is a 4-H Homem·aking Club l ·eader; Church oTganist and choir lead-er 
Past Matron of Meeting Waters Chapter, O. E.S., ~aris and a past Director 
of the Ontario GenealugiaD. Society. 

In 1'967, Mrs Walker was awarded a Certificate of Commendation by the 
Aw~rds Committee of the American Association for S~ate Local History. 
Also, in the same year, 1967 the Farmer• s uuide poll' selected' her as 
Ontario's "Women of the Year" . 

The Motto~ FOR HOME AND COUNTRY 

At the first Women's Institute Convention held in 1902, a request for 

a Mottm and Badge resultea in the appoantment of a committee to r eceive 
suggestions and make suitabl~ selections. 

From the entries received, the Motto, For Home and Country was 
chosen by Miss Lau.-ra Ro:se and also, the idea of the Badge was provided 
by her. This, Badge still remains the rnfficial Badge for the Women's 
Irtstitutes of Ontario. 



Et~CTED TO OFFICE 

(May 18th, 1973) 
The el ecti on of 

offi cers fo r the 1973-74 
terms fo r El gi n East 
Women' s Instit utes took 
pl ace at the 6lst 
dist rict annual meeting 
held in Union United 
Church, South Yarmouth 
W. I. was the hostess 

rgroup. Taki ng office are 
Mr s . Harold Davi es, 

publ i c rel ations officer • 

..J 

1-tos.tly Honor 
Honorarium, 
I' ve come to see , 
Is a ver y big word 
For a very small f ee . 

- Richard Armour 
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CONVENTIONS 
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At first W.I. were first organize~ as ridings, then Districts and ' 
as they became numerous Branches. 

In 1900, the Superintendant of Farmers Institutes asked for the 
co-operation of the Women's Institutes. They hoped for 1 dozen Women's 
Institutes, but instead were 31. 
1904- there were 149 Branches in 58 Districts. 
1907- Ten years after 400 branches in 84 districts, attendants 71,154. 
December. 1901- the Executive Committee of the Experimental" union of the 
Ontario Agriculture College arranged a special meeting for the ladles at 
their annual meeting for men in Guelph. From 24 of the 39 organized W.I's 
women attended the morning session while 100 came for the afternoon. This 
was their first convention. It proved s~ successfully that the delegates 
voted to continue these meeting~yearly. 
1902- the W.I's received' Legislative~ recognition in the Ontarim 
Agrfculture Ammendment Act. 
1903- Convention sessions hera in New McDona1ff Institute. 
1904- Convention was increased to 2 days with Geo~ A. Putman, newly 

( appointed' Superintendant of the W.I's, succeeding Dr. Creelman. At this 
meeting blue and gold were eho sen as the Ontario W.I's colours and an 
annua~ 3.00 grant to W.I's branches by the Department o~ Agriculture. Mrs. 
Hoodress was one of the several special speaker~. 
1905- Convention- Miss Laura Rose stated ''that the success- of the W.I. 
depends on the ability and enthusiasm of the officers. They should be 
chosen with great care in vi ew to their fitness for office r ather ~han 

tneir social popularity. 
1905-1909- Conventions were held in Massey Hal~ O.A.C. Guelph with the 
Ontario Minister of Agricultur~ or his deputy as presiding Officer, but 
the W.I. members chairing the sessions. 
1909- Conventions found the place taxed to capacity. Then in 1910- the 
9th annual convention was held in Convocation Hall, Toronto, Ontario -for 
November and extended to 3 days. A committee was appointed to formulate 
the Programme of educational short courses. Also, each Branch was asked 
for 2.00 for an oil portrait of Mrs. Hoodless to be hung in the 
MacDonald Institute with the Inscription that she was the founder of Canada 
Women's Institutes (Presented October 3rd., 1912) 
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Conventions- continued) ( 2) q ; 

1909-1919- Conventions centered on Rural sbhools. 
The standpoint of health, sanitation and f~ily living • 
1914- Conventions continued in Toronto until 1914 for alr of Ontario, when 
the Women's Institute membership increase~ to 29,000, so it was 
decided to divide the Province into three convention areas vri th ses·sions 
held at Toronto, London and Ottawa. These Conventions in Ottawa 
continue-d until 1969 when they "'ere invited- to other places and thus, 
making it more convenient for those in far away pl'aces and in London, 
Ontario untir I964 when the 50th Anniversary wa~held in St. Thomas, Ontario. 
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Elgin County Women's Institute District Annual Cj 2 

May , l4 19o0 68th District Annual Aylmer Baptis~ chur ch 

~-

'\. tJ j I.I/IIIIJ .. 
1 

Mrs . Ella Mae (Smith ) 

Married Orrie Ost rander . 

1979- 19tl0 Pres ident . 



Women's Institute Executive 1975-76 

63rd. District annual Lakeview, Baptist Church. From left. Mrs. Joe. 

Bechard, Past Preside~and Secretary-treasurer. Sec. Vic. Mrs. Jack 

Widner, Pres. Miss Catharine McDowell, and 1st. V. Mrs. Robert Fergu 

Son. May, 19, 1975 

The Elm thee is on the farm of 

Bev. Finch R. R. 1. Belmont, and hi s 

sister) &, Audreys big black dog, 

Barney that was later killed on 74 

Highway. 



W. I. Anniversary jinner •ov. 16, 1977 

The El&i n County nily committee of the Womens Institute, helj a 

jinner We~. a t Knox Presbyterian Church to celebrate the 80th 

Anniversary of the &roup . Pi ctured ' here from lef t to right are , 

Mrs. I. L. Macaaam . r ally president . Mrs. Victor Beachln, &uest 

s peaker, anj curator of tlae Erlan4 Lee Home in Stoney Creek, and 

Mrs . Keith Hiepleh, provimcial board director from Sprin&field. 

BoT. 16, 1977. 



KINGSMILL-MAPLETON~============~ 

- ----===---==::::f::::::t. 
of Bells at the Institute ' s 

Raily in Grace United Church, 
St . Thomas, Ontario. Oct. 4¥ L973. 
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